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How to Perfect the Universe

Matti Kujasalo's artistic idiom is characterised by
a minimisation of expressive means: his colours are
limited to black, white, a range of greys and several
tones of primary colours. He chose the line, point,
circle and square as his visual forms. With the aid of
these elements, Kujasalo succeeded in building an
entire ‘universe’ that continually arouses curiosity in
the viewer. At his retrospective exhibition at GASK,
we can see works ranging from the 1970s through
to this year, all of which evoke a sense of the purity
of Scandinavian light, tranquillity and a certain
mystery. Our initial impression is swiftly followed
an irresistible challenge to explore the picture in
greater depth. It is only then that the entire mental
spectrum of the work reveals itself to us.

Matti Kujasalo’s paintings have a clear
composition based on an optical perception in
which small rectangles seem to gently shimmer.
Fine lines run around the square pictorial space
as if wishing to show that the square is, in fact,
a cube. The shapes expand out across the square
space asymmetrically and in a seemingly random
fashion, clustering at the edge of the format like an
outer skin that holds the contents together.

All of Matti Kujasalo's pictures are either
square or circular, in other words basic shapes of
construction that can be used to compose a new
whole. This new configuration is governed by
new cosmic laws, just like molecules or genes that
nothing can be extracted from without changing
their function and activity.

Matti Kujasalo’s works create an integrated
collection that has evolved seemingly by coincidence.
His pictures retain their mystery because they are
part of the cosmos that surrounds us.

Petr RehoF

Matti Kujasalo, born in Helsinkiin 1946, is one of
Finland's leading artists. In his geometrical abstract
paintings he creates a poetical combination of
concrete art and constructivism with hard-edge
painting influences. Kujasalo studied atthe Academy
of Fine Arts in Helsinki (1964-68), where later he
taught (1977-88) and was its rector (1983-88).
In the late 1960s he travelled intensively, visiting the
United States and encountering for the first time the
work of Ad Reinhardt and Josef Albers, who would
have a greater impact on him than the emerging
Op art. Kujasalo came to major prominence in the
1970s with his debut on the international art scene,
exhibiting at the Moderna Museet in Stockholm
(1974), Young Talent Festival in New York (1975),
Stedelijk Museum in Amsterdam (1977), eventually
representing Finland at the Venice Biennale (1980).
Matti Kujasalo is represented in the collections
of art museums such as the Albertina in Vienna,
the Arithmeum in Bonn, the Forum Konkrete Kunst
Museum in Erfurt and the Josef Albers Museum in
Bottrop, as well as in numerous private collections
in Finland, Scandinavia, other European countries
and the United States.

Zéititu nad vystavou prevzali ministr kultury Ceské republiky Daniel Herman a velvyslankyné Finské republiky v Ceské
republice J. E. Helena Tuuri. / The exhibition is taking place under the patronage of Daniel Herman, Minister of Culture of the

Czech Republic, and H. E. Helena Tuuri, Ambassador of Finland in the Czech Republic.

Jak zdokonalit vesmir

Vyrazové feé¢ Mattiho Kujasala se vyznaZuje
minimalizaci, barevnosti omezenou na &ernou,
bilou, 3kélu Sedych odstinG a nékolik valérd
zékladnich barev. Jako formu si autor zvolil
linku a bod, &tverec a kruh. Za pomoci téchto
prostiedkd se Kujasalovi podafilo vybudovat
cely ,kosmos”, ktery v divakovi znovu a znovu
vzbuzuje zvédavost. Na retrospektivni vystavé
v GASK se mizeme setkat jak se starsimi dily z let
sedmdesatych, tak s nejnovéjsimi obrazy, které
vznikly teprve letos a vyvolavaii pocity &istoty
severského svétla, klidu a jisté tajemnosti. Prvni
dojem vystiida pocit, kdy uz divak nemize odolat
vyzvé k blizsimu zkoumani obrazu. Teprve poté
se odkryje celd my3lenkova $kala dila.

Obrazy Mattiho Kujasala maiji jasnou
skladbu, jejimz zakladem je opticky klam navo-
zujici pocit, ze se malé obdélniky pohybuiji. Tenké
linky vyznaéuji &vercovy prostor, jako by chtély
dokéazat, ze &tverec je vlastné krychle. Formy
se rozpinaji po &tvercové plose nesymetricky
a zdanlivé ndhodng, kdyz se shlukuiji k okraji
formatu jako slupka, které drzi obsah pohromads.

Viechny obrazy Mattiho Kujasala jsou
Etvercového nebo kruhového formétu, tedy
zékladnich stavebnich tvard, z nichz je mozné
skladat novy celek. Toto nové uskupeni ovladaiji
nové kosmické zakony. Tak jako molekuly nebo
geny, z nichz se ned& odejmout nic, aniz bychom
zménili jejich funkci a &innost.

Dila Mattiho Kujasala tvofi uceleny soubor,
ktery se vyviji zdanlivé nahodou. Obrazy si
zachovévaiji svou tajemnost tim, Ze jsou souéasti
kosmu, ktery nés obklopuje.

Petr Rehof

Matti Kujasalo, narozeny v Helsinkéch v roce
1946, je jednim z nejvyznamnésich Zijicich fin-
skych umélci. Ve svych geometricky abstraktnich
obrazech nédm autor skyta poetickou kombinaci
konkrétniho uméni a konstruktivismu s vlivy
takzvané ,hard-edge” malby. Kujasalo studoval
na Akademii vytvarnych uméni v Helsinkach
(1964-68), kde pozdéiji vyuéoval (1977-88)
a byl rektorem (1983-88). V pozdnich Sedesatych
letech Kujasalo intenzivné cestoval, navitévoval
Spojené staty a poprvé se setkal s dilem Ad
Reinhardta &i Josefa Alberse, ktefi na néj méli
vé&t3i vliv nez tehdy vznikaijici op-art. Kujasalo se
na mezindrodni scéné poprvé vyrazné prosadil
v sedmdesatych letech svymi vystavami v Moderna
Museet ve Stockholmu (1974), na Young Talent
Festivalu v New Yorku (1975), ve Stedelijk Museu
v Amsterdamu (1977), a poté co zastupoval Finsko
na bendtském biendle (1980). Matti Kujasalo je
zastoupen ve sbirkach muzei uméni, jako jsou
napfiklad Albertina ve Vidni, Arithmeum v Bonnu,
Forum Konkrete Kunst Museum v Erfurtu, Josef
Albers Museum v Bottropu, a v fadé soukromych
sbirek ve Finsku, Skandinavii, v dal3ich evropskych
zemich a ve Spojenych statech.

Vystava se koné u prilezitosti oslav stého vyroéi vzniku nezévislého finského statu , Finland 100”. / The exhibition is being
held as part of ‘Finland 1007, celebrating the centenary of Finland s independence.



